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Plale: All right. A very pleasant good morning everybody, I'd like to call the Joint Committees of the Utilities to order.

Just a few housekeeping things-- again there are two over-flow rooms where the audio is being broadcast in both 400 SE and 300 SE, both of which are just down that hall and to the right. And 400 obviously is on this floor and 300 is one floor down.

There are several hearings going on today, there are also caucuses going on today so members will be in and out. I know there is at least one member who is joining us by phone today. Again, if you want to speak on this bill, and this is the only matter we have before us today, please fill out one of these white hearing slips, they are located out in the halls, you can indicate on there whether you are speaking for or whether you are speaking against.

If you don't want to speak you can register your opposition or whether or not you are in favor. And that will be recorded in the committee records as well.

As you can tell, there are an awful lot of people who are here to be heard on this bill and I can assure you that anyone who wants to speak today is going to have that opportunity to speak. Some people traveled a very long distance to be here, and as a courtesy to everyone, I ask that you limit your comments to roughly four or five minutes at the very most. Please speak directly to the bill because other people have been courteous in there comments, please be courteous in your comments to allow everyone an opportunity to testify today who wants to.

I think that's all for housekeeping. The first order of business will be to call the senate committee on Commerce, Energy, Utilities, and Rail to order. And the first order of business is to call the roll.

Clerk, please call the roll.

Clerk: Chairman Plale.

Here

Senator Wirch

(absent)

Senator Erpenbach

Here

Senator Kreitlow

[on speaker-phone]

Here.

[Laugher]

Senator Cowles

Here

Senator Harsdorf

Here

Senator Kedzie

(Absent)

Plale: OK, a quorum of the Senate Committee is present. The Clerk for the Assembly Committee will now call the roll.

Clerk: Chairman Soletski

Here

Rep.Zepnick

Here

Rep Staskunas

Here

Rep Richards

(absent)

Rep Steinbrink

(absent)

Rep Frisk

Here

Rep Zigmunt

Here

Rep Huebsch

(absent)

Rep Montgomery

Here

Rep Honadel

Here

Rep Peterson

Here

Rep Zipperer

(absent)

Plale: OK. A quorum of both committees is present. The first to testify will be Representative Soletski and myself, so I will turn the gavel over to the two next in line, Rep Zepnick and Senator Erpenbach.

Erpenbach: Can I move we adjourn?

[Laugher]

Erpenbach: Yeah? No?

[Laugher]

Senator PlalePlale: Well again, good morning, and thank you very much for the members attention to Senate Bill 185 and it's companion in the State Assembly.

Let me begin by just giving a brief history of how we got to this point. Tell you what this bill is, and then tell you what this bill is not. Then I'll turn it over to my fellow chair for comments and we'd be happy to take any questions following that.

Two sessions ago, the legislature and the governor established a Renewable Portfolio Standard, also known as an RPS.

An RPS states that a utility has to have a certain percentage of the electrons on our grid generated from renewable sources in an effort to ween ourselves from coal and natural gas.

So what does that leave us?

It leaves us with nuclear, which is a topic for an entirely different hearing and not today's hearing. In the area of renewables three ways. You capture the sunshine, you capture water and you capture wind.

Not just anecdotally but also statistically, Wisconsin is not one of the sunniest states. The investment it would require to capture sun in this state yields a very small return.

Of the rivers that flow through this state that have the capacity to generate electricity, they are dammed to capacity. We could not construct another dam in the state of Wisconsin, even if we wanted to.

That leaves us wind. While we are not the windiest state, certainly compared to the Dakotas, Minnesota or Iowa, there are segments of this state where capturing wind makes a lot of sense, and it is a viable renewable source of energy.

And if we are serious about achieving our RPS and if we are serious in the legislature about capturing renewable energies, we have to be serious about how we approach capturing the wind we do have.

Right now the system of doing that, of regulating that, of siting that makes no sense. It is a patchwork quilt of ordinance here, rules there, but there is no over-riding, consistent policy in the state of Wisconsin for how we regulate this new industry.

Now windmills have been around for centuries but obviously the technology and the scope we are talking about --it is the belief of this senator and others who have co-sponsered this bill that we need to have a consistent way of going about doing that.

What this bill is, is it directs the Public Service Commission to establish criteria for the siting of wind turbines here in the state of Wisconsin. It directs them to promulgate rules which then eventually will come back in front of the legislature.

In order to do this, the PSC is directed to work with a group of stake-holders: representatives of wind energy systems developers, political sub-divisions, i.e. counties, villages, towns, energy groups, environmental groups, realtors, land owners who live adjacent to or in the vicinity of wind energy system, and the public.

That's all this bill does. There's been tremendous misinformation that this bill somehow creates the standards for where these farms go, where these turbines are located, you can scour the bill and you will not find that.

This is not an end product. This is the beginning of a product that I believe will bring some sanity as to how we site power plants here in the state of Wisconsin.

One of the criticisms I've heard over the years and I'm sure I'll hear it again today is, 'Well, you know Plale, that's real easy. You don't have wind farms in your district and you're not likely to have wind farms in your district.' And you're right.

But let me tell you what I do have in my district. If you go to the very southernmost tip of my district in the city of Oak Creek you will see the state's largest coal-fired power plant and also one of the largest coal-fired power plants in the country.

As many of you know, that was a rather controversial project when it was first proposed. To some in Oak Creek, it still is a controversial project. There was a group, very vocal, albeit small, who was extremely opposed to the siting of that power plant in the city of Oak Creek.

We have a process where one community cannot veto statewide energy policy. And it would have been wrong for the city of Oak Creek, which I represent, to try to zone that power plant out of existence. Because not only Oak Creek benefits from that power plant, but the entire state benefits from that power plant.

Wind energy-- those are power plants. They may not have trainloads full of coal, they may not have natural gas pipelines, but those are power plants. And we need to have a sane way of regulating the placement of those.

I'd be remiss if I didn't mention that not only is there the benefit of the energy, but when you look at a windmill, when you look at a wind farm, you're also looking at jobs. You're looking at jobs of people who design them, jobs of people who build them, jobs of people who transport them, jobs of people who install them and jobs of people who maintain them. And right now those jobs are skipping right over Wisconsin.

They're going to the Dakotas, they are going to Iowa, they're going to Minnesota, they're going to Canada. Because developers cannot see a consistent way of doing business here in Wisconsin because of our patchwork quilt system.

Just as we don't allow one town, one village, one city, one county, to dictate statewide energy policy on coal, on nuclear, and on natural gas, nor should we allow any one municipality to dictate statewide energy policy when it comes to wind.

That concludes my comments. Happy to turn it over to Chairman Soletski.

